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OUR REASONS FOR SEVERING OUR RELA- 
TION WITH THE GERMAN BAPTIST 

OHUROH. 

EDITH S.  BEACHY. 

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS :—We 
have had a number of letters of inquiry 
from you in regard to our severing our 
connection with the German Baptist 
Church of Elk Lick, and have concluded 
to write you through the columns of the 
EVANGELIST, SO that all who are interested 
may learn the nature of our trouble. 

The Elk Lick congregation is known 
throughout the country to have been very 
liberal in its views concerning the dress 
question, admitting those to membership 
who wore hats. 

In the spring of '94, a committee of 
three brethren was sent here by Annual 
Meeting not to use any harshness, but in 
love to admonish those who were out of 
order. 

They manifested a Christian spirit, and 
as we then had no leader, they seemed 
very lenient, and commended and en- 
couraged us to go on in the Master's 
work, saying they would visit us again. 

Upon their return several months after- 
ward they explained their mission more 
fully, telling us they came in love to ad- 
monish all, beginning with the officials of 
the church, and then with the brethren 
who wore mustaches and the sisters who 
wore hats. 

A third visit was made by one of the 
committee and he expressed himself well 
pleased with the marked improvement in 
the church and encouraged us to go on 
toward perfection. We were flattered so 
that we raised a purse for the good Elder 
who had shown himself such a Christian 
gentleman and advised us so kindly. A 
love feast was announced for Sept. 30, 
and a visit made by the deacons to all the 
members asking whether we .were yet "in 
the faith" as when we united in the 
church. The church met in council, and 
the deacons reported all in union and har- 
mony. 

Then the question was asked whether 
the sisters should be allowed to continue 
wearing hats. Some favored forbearance, 
while others did not. No vote was taken 
however, and the question was left open. 
At preparatory services, preceding com- 
munion we had a beautiful talk on the 
subject-of the confusion in the church at 
Corinth, and Paul's gentle forbearance 
with them, how instead of harsh accusa- 
tion he said, "I hear that there are di- 
visions among you, and I partly believe 
it." 

The hour arrived for communion ser- 
vices and many of us gathered around the 
tables, when, to our surprise, the Elder 

(who was again with us) and who had al- 
ways spoken so charitably to us, arose, 
and drawing from his pocket a paper 
read as follows, as near as I can remem- 
ber. 

"We, the committee advise that all 
brethren who wear the mustache alone, 
and all sisters wearing hats shall not com- 
mune with us. Signed, the Committee." 

In his supplementary remarks he said, 
"The time has come when we must stand 
by those who stand by us. It will now 
be understood that those who commune 
to-night will hereafter come in the order." 

Many left the house weeping—among 
them those who for twenty and thirty 
years had been earnest workers in the 
church, and against whom not a charge 
had been brought. 

These were the circumstances that 
brought about a division. 

There had been about half a dozen 
members of the Brethren church here. 

On the following Sunday Brother Mack- 
ey came over from Meyersdale and 
preached here. Soon after this ten per- 
sons from the old church handed in their 
names to be added to the Brethren list, 
and ten new members were received by 
baptism. 

A meeting was then appointed at which 
an organization was affected with thirty- 
two members. 

We feel quite sure that there are a num- 
ber of others who will soon be with us. 
The German reformed church having 
built a new house, their former place of 
worship was for sale. It is a good sub- 
stantial brick building, but not commo- 
dious enough for them. This building we 
have purchased. We have placed in it a 
new organ, and now under our own vine 
and fig tree we worship God, sing his 
praises, and tell the story of a Savior's 
dying love, and of free and full salvation. 
We are happy, hopeful, and encouraged. 
We are sure that we are on the Lord's 
side, and if God be for us, who can be 
against us. May his richest, choicest 
blessings be upon us and all His people. 
Yours in the blessed hope. 

THERE are secret times to every Chris- 
tian—times of prayer, of praise, of medi- 
tation, all by himself. He cannot be a 
true Christian without these secret times. 
But no Christian can be a Christian whol- 
ly m secret. He cannot be a true Chris- 
tian without being a Christian openly, 
frankly, publicly. The heart and the 
hand are both essential features of the 
Christian life. The inner pulse must beat 
against, altho not with the outer world.— 
Sunday School Times. 

 » 
GRATITUDE is the   music of the heart 

when its chords are swept by kindness. 

MINISTERIAL GASTRI08. 

H. P. BRINKWORTH. 

To assume that the watchmen on the 
walls of Zion are free from some of the 
insidious attacks of the enemy of our . 
souls, would be utterly out of the question, 
for we do not often hear the prayer, the 
testimony that rivets our belief on this 
truth. That we might be delivered from 
his majesty's satanic influences has been 
the prayer of many a sin burdened pastor 
as well as lay-member, and God has prom* 
ised deliverance from- sin. The Master 
was tempted in all points as we are, yet 
without sin. Oftentimes we yield to 
temptation, forgetting our duty when at- 
tacked. Watch and pray. O brother and 
sister, let us be not only engaged in pray- 
er, but also watching. 

My soul be on thv guard, 
Ten thousand foes arise ; 

The hosts of sin are pressing hard. 
To draw thee from the skies. 

O WATCH and FIGHT and PRAY! 
The battle ne'er give o'er ; 

Renew it boldly every day, 
And help divine implore. 

. In an unguarded moment—envy and 
jealousy, twin demons bent on destruction 
enter the heart. We feel the impulses of 
the moment, and unless immediate action 
is taken to oppose and rout the enemy, he 
intrenches himself in some secret part of 
the heart, and commences the work as- 
signed him. It may be some one sent of 
God comes amongst you as an angel of 
mercy to declare the everlasting Gospel 
of truth. As he preaches, light dawns 
upon the soul. The church is edified, 
built up spiritually, sinners are converted, 
and saints and angels rejoice. But wait 
a moment. Yonder from the depths is 
sent an angel. He enters— unseen per- 
haps, yet he is there. Has he gained oc- 
cupancy ? Will not the prayers of God's 
chosen ones keep him out ? Alas ! alas ! 
The tongue, that little member of which 
the Apostle James speaks, saying: "The 
tongue can no man tame," soon shows forth 
that the work is done. 

Brother, sister, are you free? Have 
you entered the closet and shutting the 
door, asked God to take away all sin— 
jealousy, envy, and everything that is of 
an opposing nature to his spirit. If we 
have not the spirit of Christ, we are none 
of his. That spirit is love, and perfect 
love casts out fear. Can we be thorough- 
ly consecrated to God and to his cause 
and allow such feelings in our heart ? I 
fear not. We must ask God to help us 
get rid of these sins. We are not free. "Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked ; what- 
soever a man sows, that shall he also 
reap." 

V 


